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Experience the genre-bending RADIOACTIVE PRACTICE

WHAT: Abby Z & the New Utility: RADIOACTIVE PRACTICE

WHEN: June 25-26 2022

WHERE: Indoor Ticketed Performance at Dance Place

TICKETS: Pay-what-you-can payment options, starting at $0 up to $100

Choreographer Abby Zbikowski and crew have created a genre-bending work that brings together a mosaic
group of dancers to redefine purpose for themselves as they labor their way through complex, demanding, and
often perplexing physicality as a means to confront expectations and dive into the unknown head on. Utilizing
the skills they have honed through their practices in movement traditions including (but not limited to)
hip-hop, post-modern dance, contemporary African forms, tap, synchronized swimming, soccer, and martial
arts, the cast draws from an arsenal of physical possibility to shatter assumptions of established forms and test
the group’s own physical and mental limits. Working with Senegalese dance artist Momar Ndiaye as
dramaturge, this work embodies the amalgam of contemporary living, chock full of cultural collisions, unlikely
relationships, minor to major misunderstandings, a desire for logic, and being hard-wired to survive.
Original score Raphael Xavier reflects a collision of genres, drawing inspiration from hip-hop, punk, metal, and
no wave. The cast features Alex Gossen, Kashia Kancey, Fiona Lundie, Jennifer Meckley, Benjamin Roach, and
Jinsei Sato.

About Abby Z
Abby Zbikowski created her company Abby Z and the New Utility in 2012. She is a 2020 United States Artists Fellow and
received the 2017 Juried Bessie Award for her “unique and utterly authentic movement vocabulary in complex and
demanding structures to create works of great energy, intensity, surprise, and danger.” In 2018 Dance Umbrella UK
awarded her a “Choreographer of the Future” commission. She is an inaugural Caroline Hearst
Choreographer-In-Residence at the Lewis Center of the Arts at Princeton University (2017-19), current artist in residence
at New York Live Arts (2018-20), and has been in residence at Bates Dance Festival, American Dance Festival, and the
STREB Lab for Action Mechanics.She is an assistant professor of Dance at the University of Illinois and on faculty at
American Dance Festival. She has taught at the Academy of Culture in Riga, Latvia; at Festival Un Pas Vers L’Avant in
Abidjan, Ivory Coast; and studied at Germaine Acogny’s L’École de Sables in Senegal. Zbikowski holds a BFA in dance from
Temple University and an MFA from The Ohio State University. Zbikowski has performed with Charles O. Anderson/Dance
Theater X, Momar Ndiaye, and the Baker & Tarpaga Dance Project. Her company has been presented nationally,
performing at venues such as Jacob’s Pillow in Becket, MA, and the Fuse Box Festival in Austin, TX, among others.

About Dance Place
Founded in 1980, Dance Place builds a community of artists, audiences and students through high quality
performances, commissions, training and educational programs. We are committed to enriching the field of
dance locally, nationally and internationally. Our thriving arts campus serves as an anchor in the development
of our Brookland / Edgewood neighborhood in Washington, DC.
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